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The six words that make up the topic for 

today have meaning

 “Key” - of paramount or crucial importance

 “Elements” - a part or aspect of something that is essential 

 “Ensuring” - make certain that (something) shall occur or be the case

 “Sustainable” - able to be maintained at a certain rate or level

 “Communities” - a particular area or place considered together with its 

inhabitants



Overall Question

 How do we as community leaders working in local government maintain the 

wealth and resources in the communities that make up the South Georgian 

Bay area: Meaford, Blue Mountains, Collingwood, Clearview, and Wasaga 

Beach so that our communities are sustainable? 



Answer:  Municipalities can Lead in five 

distinct ways

 1. Pay a living wage to our employees – according to the Ontario Living Wage 

Network, the living wage for our area is approximately $20.00 per hour, or 

$41,600 gross per year based on a 40 hour work week. 

 2. Municipalities can lead by working with upper tier levels of government to 

provide housing that working individuals can afford.

 3. Municipalities can lead by ensuring that the affordable accommodation 

provided in the community is safe and up to minimum standards. 

 4. Municipalities can lead by investing in local infrastructure to serve our 

residents.

 5. Municipalities can lead by working together to address issues beyond our 

scope with senior levels of government.


