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Key Elements to Build 
Sustainable 

Communities
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• Municipalities need to champion change. 

• Know the Municipal Role! 

• Large Centre based legislation does not work here!  
(Inclusionary Zoning and Bonusing elimination)

• Although our region does have similarities, we also have our 
differences. 

• When you consider sustainability elements, factor in future 
costs (taxes, water and sewer rates).

Key Sustainability Challenges
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• Get the urban form and land use relationships right, and also rely primarily on external and 
institutional resources. 

• What we need is compact, walkable, mixed-use, human-scaled, accessible, and equitable 
communities; and we need to “design the future we want, and not stumble into the future 
we’ll get”.

• Allow reasonable intensification! Regulate built form and not maximum density. 

• Focus on the design, building, and management of the public realm to design the positive 
future for sustainability, resiliency, affordability, and community health we need. 

• Don’t focus on one solution – Consider many. 

Sustainability Elements – Housing
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• Official Plan Update – Finalizing Policy 

• Zoning By-law Update – To Follow 2023

• Community Improvement Plan Update – June 2022 

• Sustainability Plan – December 2012

• Updated Engineering and Design Standards – Fall 2022

Next Steps

• Promote Programs (Secondary suites and residential conversion)

• Explore Partnerships (County or other Parties) 

Meaford Initiatives


